tines, dependent on internal causes, we venture to hope that we shall not have wasted the time of our readers, nor employed our own to disadvantage, should we endeavour to add something to a chapter in their history, by entering into an examination of the subject, and sketching out some general arrangements of the causes of these obstructions, accompanied with the observations lately brought to our notice with respect to the remedies by which these obstructions are to be met.
The consideration of all the various interesting and important practical points, in connexion with the cases and communications which introduce this article to our readers, accompanied with an examination as complete and satisfactory as our inclination would dictate, or as the subject demands, should embrace the consideration of all that is known of the pathology and treatment of obstructions of the intestinal canal?all that has come within our experience and observation?and much that may be found in the medical literature of the past and present period. But on this occasion, we cannot hope, as neither our space nor our time will allow us, to chronicle all that is concerned in the origin, progress, treatment, and termination of the varieties of these affections.
Nor do we consider that any apology is necessary for introducing in a prominent position, and for special notice, such a subject in such a manner, particularly as the attention and eminent experience of many surgeons have been so happily directed to the consideration of some of the difficulties inherent to these cases, and as there has been added by them something that is valuable to this division of practical medicine. Only within a comparatively recent period has any great attention been directed to this class of cases.
As regards the treatment of many of them, this 
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If we are permitted to draw any conclusions from the evidence now before us, the conclusions must necessarily be, that in a large majority of cases, especially in advanced life, the causes of obstruction will be dependent on stricture of the intestine?the result of cancer affecting its walls, or some other deposit or disease existing therein?producing thickening, gradual contraction or diminution of the diameter of the bowel, and ulti- 
